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On June 22, 2018, the PA legislature 

passed Act 44 creating a School Safety and 
Security Grant Program established within 
the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime 
and Delinquency (PCCD).  This Act 
amended the Public School Code of 1949, 
and contained multiple provisions for 
school safety and security preparedness, 
including: 

 Mandating the appointment of 
School Safety and Security 
Coordinators by school entities. 

 Expanding the PA State Police’s 
Risk and Vulnerability 
Assessment Team (RVAT) unit. 

 Establishing mandatory school 
safety training for school entity 
employees 

 Establishing standards for school 
police, school resource officers, 
and school security guards 

 Establishing the Safe2Say 
Program within the PA Attorney 
General’s Office. 

 Creating a School Safety and 
Security Committee (Committee) 
within PCCD, to develop criteria 
to be used to assess school safety 
and security, establish a registry 
for vendors, and administer $60 
million in grant funding. 

There are 22 categories that school 
districts can apply for grant money. One of 
those areas permits for costs associated 
with the training and compensation of 
additional certified guidance counselors, 
licensed professional counselors, licensed 
social workers, licensed clinical social 
workers, school psychologists, and 
counseling services for students.   

For Moshannon Valley, increased 
mental health support is vital, and we will 
be applying for funding to increase the 
amount of contracted hours for our school 
psychologist and to add an additional K-12 
guidance counselor to our staff if 
approved.   

In addition, I am serving on a state-
wide work group that is focusing on the 
Student Assistance Program (SAP), 
Behavioral and Mental Health, and School 
Climate, all as they relate to school 
security.   

This mirrors a report on safety threats 
and security concerns in Pennsylvania 
schools concluding there is a need for 
better access to mental-health services. 

A task force led by the governor and 
elected auditor general released a 46-page 
report recommending expanded use of 
existing mental health resources to benefit 
schools. 

Elementary Career Museum 
Third grade students perform for their “Museum 
of Living Jobs and Careers" for 2nd grade 
students.  Third graders researched careers, wrote 
job description summaries, and presented them 
to students in a living museum.  Great work 3rd 
Grade! 

 

School Safety & Security Grant 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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News  

& Notes 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Miss Marissa Douthit is the new 4th-6th grade special 
education learning support teacher. The District is providing 
for separate ELA and Math supports, and Miss Douthit will be 
focusing on math. She is a graduate of Seton Hill University, 
with Bachelor’s degrees in Elementary Education and Special 
Education and a Master’s degree in Middle Level Education 
with a math concentration.  She is an alumni of Punxsutawney 
Area High School, enjoys the outdoors, and taking her two 
mini Australian Shepherds for a walk.  “I am excited to be at 
Moshannon Valley and cannot wait to see where the year 
takes me,” commented Miss Douthit.   

We welcome you to the MoValley family! 

Library Renovation… 
The next phase of the renovation 

project was to meet with furniture, 
fixtures, and technology vendors and 
review different types of furniture and 
technology that will ultimately complete 
the new Collaboration Center’s 
functionality.  We are looking forward to 
providing more details and samples for 
staff and students to experience…  

 

 September 14: Home FB v Claysburg-Kimmel 
 September 21: Homecoming 
 September 26: ES School Picture Day 
 September 27: HS School Picture Day 
 October 8: Countywide In-service 

 
 

School Security Round Table… 
This week Dr. Zesiger participated in a 

School Safety and Security Roundtable with 
Senators Wayne Langerholc, Jake Corman, 
Mike Reagan, and Dave Argall, Representative 
Tommy Sankey, several superintendents, 
Pennsylvania State Police, Centre and 
Clearfield County Sheriffs, and key 
stakeholders to discuss school safety.  The 
discussion took place at  
Philipsburg-Osceola Middle School,  
and addressed topics like: building  
safety, school resource officers,  
mental health supports including  
guidance counselors, current  
legislation, funding, and other related  
topics.  Multiple media outlets  
covered the event as well.  
 

Trauma-Informed Schools… 
Our scheduled trauma-informed 

classroom training puts us ahead of the 
curve.  September 4th, State Senators. 
Pat Browne, R-Lehigh, and Vincent 
Hughes, D-Philadelphia, announced a 
proposal to create a “trauma-informed 
system of education.” The central 
premise is a requirement that all  

teachers, school board members, 
and school employees “with 
direct contact with students” 
have trauma-informed training. 
We are fortunate to have Kristin 
Souers, author of Fostering 
Resilient Learners: Strategies for 
Creating a Trauma-Sensitive 
Classroom coming in January.  

[Left] Mrs. Beardsley dramatically demonstrates the 
idea of “conflict” to her 4th grade students. [Above] 
Department Chairs at the high school and elementary 
school join administration in a leadership professional 
development session. 


